
South Carolina Appeals 
Process Flow Chart

This chart shows the major steps in processing an appeal under the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules and is intended to provide an overview of the direct appeal process. It does not 
give all of the detailed requirements for perfecting an appeal, nor does it show the steps necessary in special situations (cross appeals, multiple appellants, cases requiring no transcript 
from the court reporter, petitions for writs of certiorari to the Court of Appeals, etc.). Counsel should always consult the text of the Rules.

Receipt of written notice of entry of order or judgment of the Court 
of Common Pleas, the Family Court (excluding juvenile deliquency 

matters), a Master-in-Equity, a Special Referee or a Probate Court. Rule 
203(b)(1), (3)-(5).

Or

Receipt of Decision of Administrative Tribunal
Rule 203(b)(6)

Imposition of the sentence by, or in some circumstances , receipt of 
written notice of entry of the order or judgment of the Court of General 

Sessions or the Family Court in juvenile deliquency matters.

Rule 203(b)(2) and (3)

Serve notice of appeal. - Rules 203(b) and 233(b)

10 Days

Legal Eagle Can Help:
Legal Eagle can assist you with 
filing procedures, rule and 
deadline compliance, drafting 
the notice of appeal and proof of 
service, and transcript requests.

10 Days

30 Days

File notice of appeal and other required documents with the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals. 

File notice of appeal with the lower court. - Rule 203(d)

Order transcript from the court reporter. - Rule 207(b)Order transcript from court reporter or administrative 
tribunal. - Rule 207(a) and (b)

30 Days

Delivery of transcript. - Rule 207(a) and (b)

Serve notice of appeal. - Rules 203(b) and 233(b)

60 Days60 Days

Appellant serves and files initial brief and designation of matter to be included in the record on appeal. - Rules 208 and 209

30 Days
Legal Eagle Can Help:

Legal Eagle can provice expert guidance when 
composing your Initial Briefs in all of the 
following areas:

- Rule & Deadline Compliance
- Formatting
- Drafting Covers
- Table of Contents
- Table of Authorities
- Citations
- Proof of Service
- Creating the Designation of Matter
- Filing and Service Procedures

10 Days

Respondent serves and files initial brief and designation of matter to be included in the record on appeal. - Rules 208 and 209

30 Days

Appellant serves and files initial reply brief and designation of matter to be included in the record on appeal. - Rules 208 and 209

10 Days

Appellant serves record on appeal on all parties who served a brief. - Rule 210(a)

30 Days

Each party serves and files its final brief. Appellant files the record on appeal with 
the appellate court. - Rules 210(b) and 211

20 Days

Clerk sends out notice of oral argument at least 40 days before term of 
court. Counsel notifies clerk of any conflict. - Rule 216(a)

Case submitted without oral argument. - Rule 215

Clerk sends out roster of cases at least 15 days before term.
Rule 216(b)

Oral Argument. - Rule 218

Opinion filed. - Rule 220

Petition for rehearing and action thereon. Must be received no later than 15 days after 
filing of opinion. - Rule 221(a)

Remittitur sent to lower court or administrative tribunal. - Rule 221(b)

Legal Eagle Can Help:
Legal Eagle’s appellate team has the 
experience and know how to assist you 
with your Final Briefs in the following 
areas: 

- Rule and Deadline Compliance
- Updating citations to the record
- Editing Covers
- Index
- Certificate of Counsel
- Proof of Service
- Proper Filing and Service Procedures

Legal Eagle Can Help:
Legal Eagle can assist with your Record on Appeal by 
providing guidance with: 

- Rule and Deadline Compliance
- Organizing all designated documents in the proper order
- Formatting and Page Numbering
- Drafting Covers
- Index, 
- Certificate of Counsel
- Proof of Service
- Proper Filing and Service Procedures
- Performing Redactions
- Drafting Redacted Indentifiers List

Legal Eagle Can Help:
Legal Eagle has the knowledge to guide you through 
the Petition for Writ of Certiorari with the South 
Carolina Supreme Court by providing instructions for: 

- Filing Procedures
- Rule and Deadline Compliance
- Organizing appendix documents in the proper order
- Formatting and Page Numbering
- Drafting Covers
- Index and Proof of Service
- Proper Filing and Service Procedures


